Section:GDN 1N PaGe:1 Edition Date:200318 Edition:01 Zone:S Sent at 17/3/2020 21:07 cYan 


aS ‘This crisis is a reminder to take © « 
, nothing for granted’ Arwa Mahdawi 


So what's 
next? Os 


G 


Th 
uar 


Wednesday 

18 March 2020 

£2.20 

From £1.75 for subscribers 


dian 


£350bn promise to battle 
‘biggest peacetime threat’ 
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Chancellor's spending 
vow met with criticism 
for neglect of low-paid 


The chancellor announced a £350bn 
package of loans and grants to help 
Britain cope with the lockdown of 
large parts of the economy yesterday 
as he warned the country was facing 
a threat to its prosperity unmatched 
in peacetime. 

Less than a week after pledg- 
ing £12bn in his budget to soften the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Rishi Sunak admitted that the meas- 
ures were insufficient to tackle the 
savage blow to growth and stressed 
he would do “whatever it takes” to see 
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the UK through the crisis. “The coro- 
navirus pandemic is a public health 
emergency,” he said. “But it is also an 
economic emergency. We have never, 
in peacetime, faced an economic fight 
like this one. But we are well prepared. 
We will get through this.” 

He was speaking alongside Boris 
Johnson 24 hours after “social 
distancing” measures were announced 
calling on the publicto stay away from 
pubs, restaurants and mass events. 

The chancellor said the government 
would provide £330bn of loan guaran- 
tees - with more available if needed 
- to help businesses pay bills during 
the crisis and top up the £12bn budget 
stimulus with £20bn more spending. 

Sunak said every business in the 
hard-hit retail, leisure and hospitality 
sector would have a year-long holiday 
from business rates, with smaller com- 
panies also eligible for a cash grant of 
up to £25,000. On a day that saw one 
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Rishi Sunak warned of the threat to 
prosperity, while Boris Johnson said: 
‘This enemy can be deadly’ 
PHOTOGRAPH: MATT DUNHAM/AP 


analyst predict the economy would 
shrink by 15% in the second quarter of 
2020, the chancellor also announced 
cash grants of £10,000 for the UK’s 
700,000 smallest companies, anda 
three-month moratorium on mortgage 
payments for homebuyers in difficulty 
as a result of the coronavirus. 

The prime minister repeatedly 
compared the government’s task 
in confronting Covid-19 to a war 
effort. “We must act like any wartime 
government and do whatever it takes 
to support our economy,” he said. 
“This enemy can be deadly, but it is 
also beatable.” 

Sunak made clear that the extra 
spending was merely the first phase 
of the government’s response. The 


support needed was “onascale unim- 
aginable only a few weeks ago”, he 
said: “This is not a time for ideology 
and orthodoxy, thisis atime to be bold 
- atime for courage.” 

The measures were announced on 
another day of developments in the 
coronavirus outbreak as: 

@ The UK death toll rose to 67 after 
a further 14 people in England died. 
@ Johnson hinted the government was 
edging closer to shutting schools, with 
many of them struggling to stay open 
as staff and students stay away. 

@ Ministers published details of emer- 
gency laws including powers for police 
and border officers to detain anyone 
believed to be spreading the virus. 

@ The government said it would waive 
planning restrictions to allow pubs, 
cafes and restaurants to offer delivery 
ortakeaway services without applying 
for a change of use. 
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Manchester 
bomber’s 
brother 
found guilty 


The brother of the Manchester Arena 
bomber has been found guilty of the 
murder of 22 people and helping to 
plan one of the deadliest terror attacks 
the UK has ever seen. 

Hashem Abedi was not in court 
to hear the unanimous verdict after 
deciding earlier in the week to with- 
draw himself from the proceedings, 
sacking his entire defence team. 

As each victim’s name was read out 
thejury returned a guilty verdict, with 
family members becoming emotional 
and heard crying in the courtroom. 

Afterwards, a counter-terrorism 
chief said the 22-year-old had been 
driven by a “sick ideology” and would 
not have stopped his murderous 
activities until caught. 

DCS Simon Barraclough, the senior 
investigating officer on the night of the 
attack, said Abedi had shown “not one 
jot of emotion” or remorse through- 
out the trial. 

“Heis aman whois equally respon- 
sible as his brother for this horrendous 
attack, this monstrous attack. The way 
he has conducted himself since he 
landed demonstrates even 
more the jihadi mindset 
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